671

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held in the Stillington Community Centre

Lowson Street, Stillington

Tuesday 4th February 2014
Present

Chair: Cllr. J Turner 
Cllrs:  J Davies, D Foster, K Johnson, J Lithgo, P Rogers, J Wills
PCSO Rob Townsend
Mrs. G Dunn, Clerk
Lewis Stokes – Community Engagement Co-ordinator – The Banks Group
Rob Stockford – Planning Officer – The Banks Group

1.
Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Cllrs. B Bardsley, R Tingle and District Cllr. A Stephenson.
2.
Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda

Cllrs. Turner and Rogers declared a personal and prejudicial interest in an item of finance – payment for hall hire fees – as they are members of the Stillington Community Centre Committee.
Cllrs. Lithgo and Wills declared a personal and prejudicial interest in an item of finance – renewal of the grounds maintenance contract for the churchyard - as they are members of St Johns the Divine PCC.
3.
Minutes of the Last Meeting

Cllr. J Turner signed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th January 2014 as a true and correct record.  Proposed by Cllr. J Wills and seconded by Cllr. D Foster.
4.
Public Discussion
PCSO Townsend informed the Council that someone had entered a house in Stillington that was unlocked.  Vehicle keys had been taken and the vehicle subsequently stolen.  The Clerk agreed to write a piece for the Parish News reminding people to keep doors locked and keys out of sight.  The Clerk agreed to send PCSO Townsend the notes form the recent public meeting about the local bus service.

5.
Presentation from Tees Credit Union
The expected officer had not arrived from the Credit Union, it was assumed she had been unavoidably prevented from attending at the last minute as she had recently been in touch with the Clerk to confirm her attendance at the meeting.
6.
Presentation from The Banks Group
Lewis Stokes and Rob Stockford introduced themselves to the Members present.  They explained that it will probably be at least a year before any work starts on the ground for the Lambs Hill project.  Banks are currently working to discharge all of the planning conditions that need to be completed before work on site begins.  A few months before work is due to begin Lewis will come back to the Parish Council and work with them to set up a Liaison Committee.  This group will be a constituted group and will start to meet before any construction work takes place.

Lewis and Rob answered various queries from members about the amount of traffic that would be generated by construction work, the work programme and the preferred route for vehicles coming into the Parish.  It was thought that construction will take about nine months in total.  
Local contractors will be invited to tender for work and can contact Banks at any time to have their details added to a contractor’s database.  

Negotiations with Durham Tees Valley Airport art still underway and Banks are confident that the issues will soon be resolved.  

Lewis and Rob were confident that changes in the Government tariffs for renewable energy would not affect the development plans.

Once the turbines are operating a Community Fund that will provide £10 000 per year for 25 years will be established for the area.

Cllr. Turner informed the Banks representatives about the SIEAG  meetings.  The Clerk agreed to send their contact details to D Smith, the Chairman of SIEAG, so they could be invited to a future meeting.

The impact of the amount of traffic on the local roads was discussed. Lewis and Rob confirmed that a full survey will take place prior to any work happening and again following the work.  Any damage that is caused will be made good.

The National Grid connections will be made during the time that the turbines are being installed.  Northern Power Grid will arrange this work and apply for planning permission etc. the rout for the telegraph poles that will be required has not been confirmed yet.
Any planning conditions attached to the project will apply for the 25year lifespan of the project so the Banks representative will be contactable at any time if there are any issues.
7.
Finance - To consider the payment of accounts
Cllrs. Turner and Rogers left the room.

Proposed by Cllr. Foster and seconded by Cllr. Lithgo the sum of £110.00 to Stillington Youth and Community Centre for Hall hire fees during 2013 (cheque no. 100830). 
Cllrs. Turner and Rogers returned to the meeting.
Proposed by Cllr. Turner and seconded by Cllr. Rogers the sum of £579.08 to the Zurich Municipal for insurance fees during 2014-2015 (cheque no. 100831). 
Proposed by Cllr. Rogers and seconded by Cllr. Davies the sum of £237.76 to The Clerk for salary and expenses (cheque no. 100832).
Cllrs. Wills and Lithgo left the room.

The Clerk had received a new grounds maintenance service level agreement for the St John’s Churchyard.  It will cost £760.80 for the contact to run from April 2014 – March 2015.  It was proposed by Cllr. Johnson and seconded by Cllr. Foster that the SLA is accepted by the Parish Council.

Cllrs. Wills and Lithgo returned to the meeting.
8.
Progress Reports
Due to the presentation at the beginning of the meeting, some progress reports will be carried over to the March meeting.

P667
Future Plans for Stillington Community Centre – update
Cllr Rogers reported that the Onsite group is progressing with the plans to take over the management of the Community Centre from April 1st.  The local management committee has a meeting later in February.  Members of the groups that use the centre will be invited to attend to see if there is interest in forming a ‘Friends of’ the Centre – this group could try and attract funds to help towards the increased rents at the Centre that will be in place from April 1st.
P667
External Insulation – progress report
On-going problems regarding the wiring belonging to Northern Power Grid are still causing delays. Go Warm are considering taking down some of the scaffolding until the problems are resolved as it’s presence is causing inconvenience to householders.  Cllr. Foster had asked Go Warm if work could take place to the sections of properties that do not have wires attached to them but was told that this was not possible as Go Warm cannot claim funding until a whole house is insulated and there is insufficient cash flow to partially clad properties. Go Warm do remain committed to completing the project in Stillington.  The Clerk was asked to contact Northern Power Grid and Alex Cunningham MP to express the concern of the Parish Council over the delays and request that solutions to the problems are found as soon as possible.
P667
Future withdrawal of subsidies for bus services in Stockton – update
The public meeting on Wednesday 15th January was well attended by Officers and Councillors from SBC and also by local residents.  The notes from the meeting can be found on the Village and Parish Council websites.  At the meeting a new service from Stillington to Stockton via Hartburn had been announced.  The Clerk had a copy of the draft timetable for the route.  The proposed service doesn’t go into Carlton or near to Tesco or the Hospital.  The Clerk and Councillor Turner are due to attend a meeting on 13th February to find out the survey results, more details about the new service and the options for Community Transport.  

9.
Public Transport Forum

The Clerk had details about the next Public Transport forum meeting that is due to take place on 15th February.  Cllr. Wills hoped to attend.
Since the Agenda had been produced the Clerk had received a proforma to be completed for the Central Area Transport Strategy Group.  Parish Councils had been asked to submit any suggestions for funding in the next financial year before 21st February.  The amount of money that the group has to use on schemes was outlined to Members.  The Clerk was asked to submit a request for a 20mph speed limit outside of the school when children were coming to and from school.  The Clerk had been informed of a few near misses on the zebra crossing outside of the school recently.

The Clerk was also asked to request that some additional signage be considered on the bends and adverse camber area on the road from Grindon Lane Ends to Stillington – not as extensive a scheme as had been proposed last year as this was too expensive - but it was felt that some improvements could be made.

The Clerk was also asked to find out if the white lines in the area could be re-painted and if the pot holes near Whitton are due to be fixed – the Clerk explained that these would come under the Care for Your Area team and not the Central Area Group so she would contact SBC accordingly.

10.
Central Locality Forum
The Clerk asked if any Members were interested in being nominated for this Forum.  It will replace the Central Area Renaissance Partnership Board and will focus on tackling family poverty in Stockton-on-Tees.  None of the Members present were interested in being nominated.
11.
Correspondence – January 2014
SBC


Letter re Community Transport Meeting follow up
SBC


Details of Public Transport Forum
SBC


Grounds Maintenance – Service Level Agreement
SBC


Play Area Inspections
SBC


Central Locality Forum – Parish Council Representative
SBC


Community Protection Updates
CLCA


CLCA AGM/General meeting papers
M&G Investments
Statement – Cassidi Hall Trust
C Marsden, Tristar
Invitation to Estate Walkabout
SCRGA

Newsletters and events information
SLCC


Launch of counselling service for Parish Clerks
TVRCC

Newsletters, training and grant information
12.
Planning Applications
There were none to discuss

13.
Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda
The Clerk was asked to report various streetlights that are not working.

14.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 4th March 2014 in the Stillington Community Centre.  
Signed: ………………………………………..  Dated: ………………………….…….

Proposed: …………………………………… Seconded: ……………………………….
